APPLYING RISK COMMUNICATION
IN RADIATION DISASTERS
- LESSONS FROM FUKUSHIMA

FMU-IAEA v

Kwan-Hoong Ng, PhD
International

Academlccopggnc Un|VerS|ty Of Malaya
o o Malaysia

= UNIVERSITY
e OF MALAYA
G, K UAL A LUMPUR

Date 21 -24 November 2013
Place: Fukushima Medical University



Radiation conjures up the spectres of nuclear
war, poisoned environments, cancer, birth
defects, genetic mutations, even the

destruction of the human race.
AT ;'



http://www.greenpeace.se/np/s/NPS_pictures/F/nuc_cancer_b.jpg

MNuclear energy was conceived In
secrecy, born in war, and first revealed

to the world in horror. No matter how
much proponents try to separate the
peaceful atom from the weapons

atom, the connection is firmly
embedded 1 n the mir
I Smith KR, Energy Environment
Monitor, 1988



Nuclear Bomb Explosion
mp4 video



Three Mile Island in 1979
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Fukushima in 2011 < 4
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http://archive.greenpeace.org/comms/nukes/chernob/cherfoto.html


http://www.greenpeace.se/np/s/NPS_pictures/F/nuc_ThreeMile_b.jpg

http://www.next-p.org/pdf/Japon_Fukushima_Radiation_Reportage_15 03 2011.pdf



http://www.next-up.org/pdf/Japon_Fukushima_Radiation_Reportage_15 03 2011.pdf









Social Media influences
Perception



- On 3" day after

ElText message -

@ 9:01 AM 15/03/11 > the eXpIOSIOn,
From  Ms Tan Country H many Asian
BBC FLASHNEWS: japan govt COUﬂtrleS

cnfirms radiation leak at . -
fukushima nuclear plants. Asian reCEIVed thlS
countries should take necessary i

precautions. Remain indoors teXt message
first24hrs. Close doors n windows. §

Swab neck skin with betadine

where thyroid area is, radiation

hits thyroid first. Take extra

precaution, radiation may hit

philipines starting 4pm 2day. Pls

Options Back



With the blogosphere and the
iInternational media encouraging
nuclear panic to increase
television ratings and website
page views, people all around the
world are rushing to buy iodine In
the form of salt.



The Chinese have gone salt crazy
—= 7 17 March 2011
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http://www.whatsonxiamen.com/news_images/65f79ab526713ee0cdab8cca_a.jpg

